RECOLLECTIONS AND REFLECTIONS
by other workers, but though they can turn out more photographs in a given time, the photographs themselves are no better than those got by C. T. R. more than twenty years ago. It is to him that we owe the creation and development of a method which has been of inestimable value to the progress of science.
Lord Kelvin
Any notice about the progress of physics in the latter part of last century would be like the play of Hamlet without the Prince of Denmark if it did not deal with the part played in it by Lord Kelvin, who for more than forty years before his death in 1907 had been the most potent influence in British physics. Of the 661 papers he published, those on Thermodynamics which have already been alluded to would, I think, in the opinion of most people, be regarded as the most important. This, however, was not his own opinion, for he told me that before the discovery of radium had made some of his assumptions untenable, he regarded his work on the Age of the Earth as the most important of all. In this he calculated the loss of heat by the earth due to the radiation from its surface of the heat coming up by conduction from the warmer parts below. He went into the question as to whether the earth could have any internal source of energy due to the combustion of the substances of which it was composed, and found that if these were known elements it would only account for a small fraction of the heat lost by radiation. He concluded that" it is highly improbable in the present state of science that any effect of this kind could compensate for the loss of heat by radiation", and in 420